
DETAILED SCHEDULE 
All meetings and sessions are held at Sun Valley Inn unless otherwise noted 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST
  

 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Smoky Mt. Pizzeria 

200 Sun Valley Rd. 

IGSA Reunion Dinner    This pre-conference dinner is for current and former board 

members and their families, celebrating their leadership 

and contributions. Sponsored by Union Pacific Railroad.
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND
  

 

7:30 am – 4:30 pm 

Board Rm 

Registration Open    Collect your badge which also serves as a cool souvenir.  

Please wear your badge to all events. 
 

 

7:30 am – 8:30 am 

Continental Rm 

IGSA Transportation Committee 

Meeting 

Join railroad representatives as they discuss the critical role 

of rail transportation in the potato supply chain. 
 

 

8:30 am – 10:00 am 

Continental Rm 
 

IACI Raw Products Committee 

Meeting 

Raw product outlook followed by IACI Executive Committee 

Meeting to be held from 10:00 – 11:00 am in Columbine 

Room. 
 

 

8:45 am – 10:00 am 

Limelight Rm A

IPC Marketing Committee 

Meeting  

Get the latest on variety labeling rulemaking, followed by 

an update from United Potato Growers of America on 

potato supply and demand.
 

 

10:00 am – 10:30 am 

Continental Rm 

 

 

All Sessions 

Sponsored by 

 

Session I: From Acres to 

Insights: Understanding Idaho’s 
Potato Crop 

 

Volm Companies, Pleasant Valley, 

Mart Produce, Arrowhead Potato, 

IPAK, Wilcox Fresh, Wada Farms, 

Spudnik, Ball Brothers, Syngenta, 

Cooper Norman, Ruby Robinson, 

Sun Valley Potato, Liberty Gold,  

GPOD, Decco, Southwind – Wilcox, 

The Produce News, McAlvain 

Companies, Yara North America, 

Idaho Farm Bureau 

How many acres of potatoes are actually planted in 

Idaho—and what can the data tell us beyond acreage? 

Alex Azarau will demonstrate how satellite imagery and 

field-level data are improving acreage accuracy while 

providing valuable insights into weather, water availability, 

crop resilience, yield potential, and quality. See how better 

data can provide the Idaho potato industry with a clearer 

picture of what is happening in the field. 
 

Featured Speaker: 

Alex Azarau, GreenO 
 

 

 

10:40 am – 11:40 am 

Continental Rm 
Session II: Artificial Intelligence 

in the Real World

Artificial intelligence is rapidly changing the way we work 

and do business. Sid Palmer will move beyond the hype to 

explore practical, real-world applications of AI and 

demonstrate how these emerging tools can improve 

productivity, communication, decision-making, and 

everyday business operations.  
 

Featured Speaker: 

Sidney Palmer, University AI Officer, BYU-Idaho 

 
 



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND
 (CONTINUED) 

 

11:50 am – 1:20 pm 

Limelight Rm B 

 

Sponsored by  

Industry Luncheon  

 
 

AgWest Farm Credit

Take a break from the business sessions and enjoy lunch 

with nationally recognized comedian Greg Warren. Known 

for his clean, relatable humor and memorable storytelling, 

Greg finds comedy in everyday life, family, and the 

experiences we all have in common.  
 

Featured Entertainment: 

 Greg Warren, Comedian 
 

 

1:30 pm – 2:10 pm 

Continental Rm

Session III: Transportation Panel 

Discussion 

Leaders representing key segments of the transportation 

industry discuss the challenges and opportunities involved 

in moving Idaho potatoes to customers across the country 

and around the world. The panel will address current rail, 

trucking, port, and export logistics, while providing insight 

into what lies ahead for Idaho shippers.  
 

Panelists: 

Jeff Hawkins, Food & Beverage Sales, UP 

Amy Slay, Director, Railroad Sales, Watco Companies 

Cole Murdoch, Doug Andrus Distributing LLC 
 

Moderator:  

Shawn Boyle, Executive Director & General Counsel, IGSA
 

 

2:20 pm – 2:50 pm 

Continental Rm

Session IV: Lt. Governor Bedke Lt. Governor Scott Bedke returns to the IGSA Convention to 

discuss the issues and opportunities facing Idaho 

agriculture. Drawing on his extensive experience in 

agriculture and public policy, Lt. Governor Bedke will share 

his perspective on the issues shaping our state and the 

potato industry.   
 

Featured Speaker: 

Lt. Governor Scott Bedke, State of Idaho  
 

 

3:00 pm – 3:40 pm 

Continental Rm

Session V: 2026 Election 

Outlook 

 

With the 2026 elections approaching, what should Idaho 

agriculture be watching? Based in Washington, D.C., Tyson 

Redpath has more than 20 years of experience in 

government relations and public policy. He will provide an 

inside look at the political landscape, key races, emerging 

issues, and potential election outcomes that could impact 

agriculture and the business community. 
 

Featured Speaker: 

Tyson Redpath, Chairman, The Russell Group 
 

 

3:50 pm – 4:30 pm 

Continental Rm

Session VI: Keynote Address – 

Governor Brad Little 

Governor Brad Little shares insights on the current state 

and future of Idaho’s agricultural industry, highlighting key 
priorities, policy initiatives, and the importance of 

agriculture to the state’s economy and communities.   
 

Featured Speaker: 

Governor Brad Little, Idaho’s 33rd Governor  
 



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND
 (CONTINUED) 

 

4:45 pm – 6:00 pm 

Limelight Terrace 

 

Sponsored by  

Welcome Reception  

 
Union Pacific Railroad, Watco,  

Idaho Potato Industry PAC, CSX 

Transportation

Join us on the Limelight Terrace for a relaxed evening of 

hors d’oeuvres, cold drinks, and great company. Whether 

you are reconnecting with familiar faces or meeting 

someone new, this is your chance to kick off the convention 

with the people who keep the industry moving.  

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 
 

7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Board Rm

Registration Open Collect your badge and Annual Convention materials. 

Please wear your badge to all events. 
 

 

7:30 am – 9:00 am 

Limelight Rm B 

 

Sponsored by 

Industry Breakfast  

 

Wada Farms, Volm Companies, 

GPOD, Idaho Potato Commission, 

Sun-Glo, Potandon Produce, IPAK,  

Simplot, 1,4 Group, Teton West, 

Nonpareil, The Produce News, 

Spudnik, Sawtooth Robotics, 

McCain Foods 

Join us for an exceptional Idaho breakfast, followed by IPC 

President and CEO Jamey Higham’s presentation of the IPC 

Marketing Plan for 2026-2027. Attendees will learn about 

innovative campaigns, consumer outreach strategies, and 

key initiatives designed to promote Idaho potatoes both 

domestically and internationally, ensuring the continued 

growth and success of the industry.

 

 

9:45 am – 3:00 pm 

Trail Creek Course 

 

Associate Member Golf Event 

 

The Associate Member Golf Event features a shotgun start 

and an opportunity for members to invite guests for a 

chance to connect on the greens. Please note, this will be a 

traditional format rather than a scramble.  
 

 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Limelight Rm B 

 

Sponsored by 

Social Luncheon  

 

Mart Produce, Volm Companies,  

IPAK, Union Pacific Railroad, 

McAlvain Companies, 

Soo Brand Solutions

BUNCO is back! Join us for a fun and lively Social Luncheon 

featuring Bunco, lunch, great company, and thousands of 

dollars in prizes. Whether you are a seasoned Bunco player 

or have never rolled the dice, no experience is necessary. 

Come ready to play and win—with prizes including Lola 

Blankets, Lululemon, Alo, Our Place, and much more!
 

 

11:00 am – 6:00 pm 

Sun Valley Gun Club 

 

Sponsored by 

Trapshooting Tournament 

 

 

Agri-Stor, Double L 

More time to shoot! We have extended Thursday’s 
tournament hours until 6:00 p.m. Test your aim and 

compete for the title of Potato Industry Big Shot at the IGSA 

Trapshooting Tournament. Tournament participants must 

complete their round on Thursday to be eligible for awards. 

Awards will be presented at the Chairman’s Banquet. Bring 
I.D. for gun rentals. 
 

The Sun Valley Gun Club will also be open Friday for those 

wishing to shoot at their own expense; Friday shooting is 

not part of the IGSA Trapshooting Tournament. 

 

 

 
 



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD (CONTINUED) 
 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Sun Valley Tennis 

Center 

 

Sponsored by 

Pickleball – Open Play 

 

 

Arrowhead Potato, Volm 

Companies, Giltner, PCA 

All skill levels are welcome to participate in this fun, casual 

event. It’s a great opportunity to play, socialize, and enjoy 
some friendly competition. 
 

Pickleball courts are near the Tennis Center. Paddles and 

balls provided thanks to our generous sponsors.
 

 

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Sun Valley Lodge 

 

Sponsored by 
 

 

Bowling  

 

Tri Steel Manufacturing, West Pack, 

McCain Foods, Sawtooth Robotics, 

Arrowhead Potato, Giltner, PCA 

Enjoy a fun-filled afternoon bowling at Sun Valley Lodge. 

After your game, submit your scorecard by scanning the QR 

code at the front desk.  
 

Have fun and may the best bowler win!

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH
  

 

7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Board Rm

Registration Open Still time to collect your badge and Convention materials. 

Please wear your badge to all events. 
 

 

7:30 am – 9:00 am 

Limelight Rm B 

 

Sponsored by 

IGSA Business Breakfast 

 

IPAK, Wilcox Fresh, Kwik Lok, 

Pleasant Valley, Ruby Robinson, 

Volm Companies, GPOD, Spudnik, 

Southwind – Wilcox, Zions Bank, 

The Produce News, Decco, 

Sawtooth Robotics 

Join us for important industry updates from the National 

Potato Council and Potatoes USA. Kam Quarles will provide 

an update on federal policy and the issues facing the potato 

industry in Washington, D.C. RJ Harvey will bring a different 

perspective, sharing how culinary innovation, nutrition, and 

menu development are helping drive demand for potatoes. 

The breakfast will conclude with the annual IGSA business 

meeting and committee reports. 
 

Featured Speakers:  

Kam Quarles, CEO, National Potato Council 

RJ Harvey, Director of Culinary, Potatoes USA 
 

 

9:45 am – 3:00 pm 

Trail Creek Course 

 

Sponsored by 

 

Annual Golf Tournament 

Shotgun Start 
 

Volm Companies, PCA, The Bank of 

Commerce, Kingston Produce, Titan 

Steel, Soo Brand Solutions 

 

Come have a great time with industry friends and compete 

for team prizes, longest drive, closest to the pin, and more.  

Everyone’s a winner as all participants will receive a stylish 

gift thanks to sponsor Volm Companies. 
 

All golfers will have a chance to win a $25,000 cash prize in 

the PCA-sponsored hole-in-one contest. 
 

Keep track of the action with live scoring sponsored by The 

Bank of Commerce!

 

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Sun Valley Lodge 

 

Sponsored by 

Bowling  

 

Tri Steel Manufacturing, West Pack, 

McCain Foods, Sawtooth Robotics, 

Arrowhead Potato, Giltner, PCA 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep the fun rolling!



 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH
 (CONTINUED) 

 

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Limelight Terrace 

 

Chairman’s Reception Come take advantage of one final opportunity to socialize 

with our IGSA family before heading into the finale of the 

convention—the Chairman’s Banquet & Russet Aristocrat 
Celebration.

 

 

7:00 pm – 9:30 pm 

Limelight Ballroom 

 

Attire: Idaho Business 

Formal 

 
Sponsored by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Banquet & Russet 

Aristocrat Celebration 

 

IPAK, Rigby Produce, Idahoan,  

Rabo AgriFinance, RPE, Spudnik, 

Volm Companies, Potandon 

Produce, PCA, 1,4 Group, 

WestRock, The Produce News  

 

Come celebrate 98 years of IGSA! Enjoy a memorable 

evening of great food, entertainment, industry recognition, 

and thousands of dollars in prizes. Golf, bowling, and 

trapshooting awards will be presented before we conclude 

the evening by honoring Steve Thorne as the 52nd recipient 

of the Russet Aristocrat Award.  
 

Featured Entertainment: 

Eastern Idaho native Keagan Park brings a mix of 

country, folk, and rock to the Chairman’s Banquet. 
Inspired by his late father, country singer and rodeo 

announcer Kirt Park, Keagan has built a growing career as 

a singer-songwriter, releasing original music and 

performing throughout the region, including opening for 

country artist Gary Allan. 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH
  

 

Sun Valley Resort & 

Ketchum 

Stay & Play Staying in Sun Valley for the Labor Day weekend? The fun 

does not have to end when the convention does. Stick 

around Saturday and enjoy these events: 
 

• Free Guided Yoga – River Run 

• Pancake Breakfast – Ketchum Town Square 

• The Big Hitch Parade – Main Street 

• Wagon Days Street Party – Ketchum   

• Sun Valley on Ice 
 

These activities are offered independently by Sun Valley 

Resort and/or the City of Ketchum and are not part of the 

IGSA Convention. Check with Sun Valley Resort or the City 

of Ketchum for times, availability, tickets, and additional 

details. 


